COVID-19 Symptom Pre-Screener

Researchers who are not conducting study visits at a clinical facility may use this pre-screening tool. (Note: researchers conducting study visits at a clinical facility should use the hospital/clinic’s screening protocol.)

Pre-screening at a non-clinical facility is required when the Cook County COVID-19 Community Level is “High” according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Pre-screening at a non-clinical facility is optional at the PI’s discretion during “Medium” or “Low” community levels.

When applicable, research participants, and any individual who must accompany the participant in the building, must pass remote pre-screening for COVID-19 symptoms within 24 hours prior to in-person study visits. Passing requires an answer of “No” to the following questions, except 4b which requires an answer of “Yes” if applicable: 

	1
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	Are you immunocompromised* (have a weakened immune system) AND in the past 3 months, have you tested positive for COVID-19?

	2
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	In the past 20 days, have you been hospitalized for COVID-19?

	3
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	In the past 10 days, have you tested positive for COVID-19?

	4a
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	In the past 10 days, have you had direct exposure to someone who has tested positive for or is suspected to have COVID-19? (If “No”, skip 4b)

	4b
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	If “Yes” to 4a, did you have a negative COVID-19 test result in the past 5 days? (If “Yes” to both 4a and 4b, ok to move forward if the answer to all other questions is “No”)

	
	
	
	In the past 14 days, have you experienced any of the following COVID-19 symptoms (not explained by a known underlying condition)? 

	5
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	Fever or chills

	6
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	Runny or stuffy nose

	7
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	Sore throat

	8
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	Mild or moderate difficulty breathing or shortness of breath

	9
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	New or worsening cough

	10
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	Sustained loss of smell, taste, or appetite


*Individuals should verify with their healthcare provider if they are immunocompromised.

The individual does NOT pass pre-screening: If the individual answers “Yes” to the above screening questions (or “No” to 4b), if necessary, consult the PI and obtain further details to make an assessment for risk of COVID-19. Physician researchers may use their clinical expertise in their assessment, and if the PI determines there is a risk for COVID-19, reschedule the study visit. Researchers should document the PI’s assessment. Non-physician researchers may err on the side of caution and reschedule the visit without further assessment. If the individual is experiencing any of the above symptoms, recommend that they contact a doctor to determine if seeking medical care or being tested for COVID-19 is advised.

You may re-screen individuals after 10 days. However, they must pass pre-screening before proceeding with the in-person study visit.

The individual passes pre-screening: Please fully inform them of what to expect and what procedures they will need to follow while on site. For example, please inform the individual(s) if they may be pre-screened again when they show up for the in-person study visit, if upon arrival they may be subject to a temperature check, and if they and research staff may be required to wear a mask per current Northwestern University masking requirements. If current guidelines state masking is not required, it is strongly recommended that research participants, any individual who must accompany the participant in the building, and research staff wear a mask during visits in areas where distancing is not possible or when the COVID-19 community level is “High”.
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